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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN "MYSTERY PLANE" CRASH IN ZAMBIA 

1. TWO-ENGINE, 4-SEATER PIPER AIRCRAFT OF SOUTH 
AFRICAN REGISTRY CRASHED AND BURNED ABOUT 1930 
OIHOURS ON OCT 9 AT MWEKE NEAR MONGU IN ZAMBIA'S 
WESTERN PROVINCE. PASSENGER IDENTIFIED AS 
FRANCOIS JACOBUS LOTTER DIED, WHILE PILOT AND 
SECOND PASSENGER, IDENTIFIED AS DOUW GERBRAND 
STEYN AND PETER JOHANNES MYBURG LOUW RESPECTIVELY, 
WERE INJURED. ALL THREE REPORTED TO BE EMPLOYEES 
OF BANTU INVESTMENT CORPORATION OF WINDHOEK. 

(THERE TWO STORIES REFERRING TO A FOURTH PERSON 
WHO DISAPPEARED INTO BUSH FOLLOWING CRASH, BUT 
THIS NOT TAKEN VERY SERIOUSLY SINCE APPARENTLY NO 
ONE APPROACHED CRASH SCENE UNTIL FOLLOWING 
MORNING.) LOTTER S BODY REPORTEDLY RETURNED 
TO SOUTH AFRICANS AT KATIMA MULILO ON OCT 13. 

TWO SURVIVORS RECOVERING IN MONGU HOSPITAL 
AND MAY BE TRANSFERRED TO LUSAKA FOR FURTHER 
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2. ACCORDING ZAMBIAN PRESS ACCOUNTS, SURVIVORS 
SAY AIRCRAFT WAS BOUND FOR KATIMA MULILO IN 
CAPRIVI STRIP WHEN PILOT LOST DIRECTION AND 
RAN LOW ON FUEL. PILOT PUT DOWN ON ROAD INSIDE 
ZAMBIA AT ONE POINT TO ASK DIRECTIONS TO NEAREST AIR- 
PORT AND WAS DIRECTED TO MONGU. ARRIVING OVER 
THAT TOWN AFTER DARK, HE WAS UNABLE TO FIND 
AIRSTRIP (WHICH UNLIGHTED) AND ATTEMPTED INSTEAD 
SET DOWN ON HIGHWAY. IN DOING SO AIRCRAFT'S 

WING HIT TREE AND PILOT LOST CONTROL. FOLGTWING 
CRASH. FUEL TANK EXPLODED. 

3. ZAMBIAN OFFICIALS AND PRESS HAVE EXPRESSED 
SKEPTICISM THAT PILOT "LOST," NOTING THAT CRASH 
SITE NEARLY 300 KMS. INSIDE ZAMBIAN TERRITORY. 

FONMIN MWAANGA.DURING CONVERSATION WITH USIA 
DIRECTOR KEOGH AND AMBASSADOR ON OCT 1 1, DWELT 
AT LENGTH ON INCIDENT AND INDICATED HE FOUND IT 
VERY PUZZLING INDEED. ALSO SAID ON GROUNDS 
HUMANITARIANISM HIGH GOVERNMENT DECISION MADE 
TO CONTACT SOUTH AFRICANS AND ALLOW THEM TO COME 
FOR THEIR DEAD. ZAMBIAN PRESS HAD MADE MUCH 

OF ALLEGED RELUCTANCE OF SURVIVORS AT FIRST 
TO IDENTIFY THEMSELVES TO POLICE, DISCOVERY 
IN WRECKAGE OF CHARRED REMAINS OF IDENTIFI- 
CATION DOCUMENTS, AND EYE-WITNESS REPORTS 
THAT AIRCRAFT CIRCLED MONGU SEVERAL TIMES WITHOUT 
LIGHTS SHORTLY BEFORE CRASH. 

4. COMMENT: IN LARGELY BARREN WESTERN PROVINCE 
IT QUITE POSSIBLE PILOT MAY HAVE GOTTEN OFF COURSE, 
PARTICULARLY IF HE USING ZAMBEZI RIVER, WHICH 
CHANGES DIRECTION FROM NORTH-SOUTH TO EAST- WEST 
AT KATIMO MULILO, AS GUIDE, ZAMBIANS, HOWEVER, 
SUSPECT THEY HAVE COUPLE OF SOUTH AFRICAN 
"GARY POWERS" (AS ONE PAPER PUT IT) ON THEIR HANDS 
AND ARE NOT LIKELY TO RELEASE TWO SURVIVORS UNTIL 
AFTER FULL AND THOROUGH INVESTIGATION. 
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